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Edgar Allan Poe was born in Boston January 18th 1809. In early childhood he became an orphan and was adopted by a tradesman from the south. John Allan gave him a good upbringing, but later,. Edgar Allan Poe showed early a big interest in literature and journalistic. He was a skilful writer and he won a short story competition and two years later he became a literary critic for the magazine (The southern Literary Messenger). He was a very bohemian man dogged by misfortune. He had huge economical problems and delved to drinking and drugs. Despite, he married his 13-year-old cousin Virginia in 1836. It wasn’t a duration relationship though. She was suffering from tuberculosis and died just nine year after their marriage. He was demolished and died shortly after her in 1949 in Baltimore. His death is mysterious. Some people claim that the bottle and drugs took his life other that it was a suicide… Whatever the truth, one of America’s greatest writers was dead in the age of forty. 

Poe is most famous for his originally short-story writing, collected in Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque (1840) and Tales (1845). Poe’s short stories is mostly horror stories a type of Gothic tale which unit fantastic realistic elements. Some of his short stories, like The murders in the Pue Moegue which was called the first “world’s first” detective story are forerunners to the modern detective novels like Sherlock Holmes. Poe  was also a critic with a large influence as a Poet. He became nationally famous when he wrote the poem “Raven” in 1945. This poem is an example of his use of a rhythmic and flowing language. 

